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Policy Statement

At an early age, continuity and consistency are important contributors to a child’s well-being and progress. We believe that good attendance is essential for children to take full advantage of the learning and development opportunities available to them in their early years.

Our Aim
To promote good attendance and establish positive habits in preparation for school.
We strive to:
· Create a culture where good attendance is valued and normalised.
· Value every individual child and their family.
· Be socially and educationally inclusive.

Rationale
· Regular attendance helps children build secure attachments which are vital for healthy development.
· A predictable routine supports children to feel settled, safe, and ready to learn.
· Children who are unsettled may experience higher stress levels, which can affect their ability to engage with learning.
· Research shows that children who attend Preschool and Early Years settings regularly have better early academic attainment and social-emotional well-being than those who do not attend.
· Good early years attendance is linked to stronger outcomes at the end of Reception.
Therefore, regular and punctual attendance is paramount so that all children have full access to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum.

Procedures
· If a child is absent without an explanation, staff will contact parents on the same day to establish the reason.
· Children are expected to attend on time for the hours they are registered, unless absence is unavoidable.
· Parents are expected to inform the setting promptly of any absence.
· If a child is reluctant to attend, staff and parents will work together to reassure and support them, encouraging the child to join their friends in play and learning.

Supporting Families
We recognise that some families may need extra support in maintaining good attendance.
· Effective communication between home and the key person is essential.
· Where attendance does not improve, the setting will discuss supportive strategies with families. This may include:
· Guidance on bedtime and morning routines
· Support with healthy eating
· Referral to Early Help or other external support agencies

Transition
If you decide to move your child to another setting, please inform us. This allows us to:
· Share your child’s records with the new setting to ensure a smooth transition
· Update our register accurately

Safeguarding
All staff have a duty to keep children safe. Persistent or unexplained poor attendance may be considered a safeguarding concern and will be followed up in line with our Safeguarding Policy.

Conclusion
We are committed to working in partnership with families to support children’s attendance in the early years. Together, we can help every child benefit fully from the opportunities available in their preschool journey.
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